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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to find out the influence of Impact of Information Communication Technology
competencies and Information Communication Technology Training among auditing professionals. This paper
proposes a defined set of survey questionnaires to measure Information Communication Technology (ICT)
competency and ICT Training variables. The sample size focuses on junior qualified professional auditors who
were selected based on their experience in the field of accounting or auditing. The sample of population consists
of individual practicing auditors from small audit firms in Kerala. Data were analyzed using partial least squares
structural equation modeling approach (PLS-SEM). Expectedly, ICT competencies among auditing professionals
and their ICT training are imperative among junior auditing professionals for auditing in a computer-based
environment. The impact of audit efficiencies, ensuring client’s fair financial statements, and timeliness of audit
tasks were achieved by auditing professionals with ICT competencies and ICT training. This is important not
only for junior staff, but also for lead auditors who have the authority to sign audit reports. The value of the
research studies lies with a comprehensible examination of findings of various previous studies and enlightened
commentaries on ICT enabled audit practice by sole proprietorship practicing audit firms, mainly in rural locations.
In addition, such scientific method of understanding the implications of ICT enables auditing which involved in
auditing professional policy makers intervention.

Keywords: information communication technology; auditing professionals; ICT competency; ICT training; auditing
companies; auditing; accounting; financial statements

For citation: Thottoli M.M. Impact of information communication technology competency among auditing professionals.
Uchet. Analiz. Audit = Accounting. Analysis. Auditing. 2021;8(2):38-47. DOI: 10.26794/2408-9303-2021-8-2-38-47

OPUTUHANBHAA CTATbA

BanaHue nHpopmMauMoOHHO-KOMMYHUKALMOHHbIX
TEXHONIOrMiA HA KOMMNETEHTHOCTb paboTHMKOB B chepe
npodeccMoHanbHOro ayauTa

M.M. TorTonnm
YHusepcuteT HusBbl, Hu3Ba, Ag-Laxunus, OmaH
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2195-7226

AHHOTALUMUA
Llenbto faHHOro MccnenoBaHUs 9BNSIETCS BbIIBAEHWE 3HAYMMOCTM NPOPECCMOHANbHOM NOATOTOBKM M HaBbIKOB
MCNONb30BaHMA MHOOPMALMOHHO-KOMMYHMKALMOHHbIX TexHonornin (MKT) npu noarotoBke ayauTtopoB U APYrux
paboTHMKOB, 3aHATbIX B chepe PUHAHCOBOrO KOHTPONS HAL AEATENIbHOCTbI0O 3KOHOMMYECKNX CybbeKkToB. B cTaTbe
npensoXeH MeTos OLEeHKM YPOBHS FOTOBHOCTM ayaMTOPOB K paboTte ¢ ucnonb3oBaHmem MKT Ha ocHoBe npuMeHe-
HUS ONMPOCHbIX NUCTOB, MO3BONSKOWMX ONpPeaenTb YpOBEHb 3HAHUIA, KOMNETEHLMUIA U HABbIKOB ayAUTOPOB B 3TOM
obnactu; cbopMmMpoBaHa cMcTeMa nokasaTtenen AN Takow oueHku. Kputepuin oTbopa onpalwiMBaeMbiX OPUEHTU -
pOBaH Ha MNAALWMX KBaNUMULMPOBAHHbBIX NMPAKTUKYHOLMX ayAMTOPOB, NP KOTOPOM YYMUTbIBAETCS MX OMbIT paboThbl
B byxrantepckoit chepe U ayaUTOPCKMX opraHm3aumnsax. B yactHocTu, BbIGBMpanncb MHAMBUAYANbHO NPaKTUKYOWMe
cneumnanuctol B chepe ayamTta M paboTHUKM HeBonblUMX ayauTopckmx dupm B wrtate Kepana (MHaus). DaHHble 6bian
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NpOaHanM3MpoOBaHbl C UCMONb30BAHMEM METOAA MOAENMPOBAHUS CTPYKTYPHbIX YPABHEHUIA C HAUMEHbWWMM KBa-
npatamu (TLS-SEM). ABTop paeT 060CHOBaHMe 3HAa4YMMOCTH KBanudukaummu cneumanuctos B obnactn MKT cpeam
ayaAMTOPOB M YPOBHSA MNOATOTOBKM B 3TOM 06nacTv Mnaglwmx cneumManucToB Ans NpoBefeHMs ayauTa nocpeacTBoM
KOMMbIOTEPHbIX TEXHONOMMR. DDHEKTUBHOCTb ayanTa, obecneyeHmne 40CTOBEPHOCTU HDMHAHCOBOM OTYETHOCTM KIIMEHTA
M CBOEBPEMEHHOCTb BbINONIHEHUS aYAUTOPCKUX 3a4a4 B 60bLION Mepe 3aBUCUT OT LOAM CNELMANUCTOB, 06nafaroLwmx
KOMMNeTeHUMEeN U Ka4eCTBEHHOM NpodeccnMoHanbHOM noarotoBkon B 06nactn MKT. 3To MMeeT 3HaYeHMe He TObKO
AN MNafWero nepcoHana, Ho U Aas BeAyWwux ayauTopoBs, 061a4atolwmx NpaBoM NOANMUCH ayaUTOPCKMX 3aKIHYEHUIA.
LleHHOCTb MCCNenoBaHMA 3aKN0YaeTCs Tak)Ke B aHaNM3e U MHTEePMNpeTaLMmM BbIBOLOB paHee NpoBeAeHHOW OLEHKM
peanusaunm ayamTa B KOMMNbIOTEPHOW Cpefe, OCYLWeCTBAIEMON UHAMBUAYANbHBIMU MPeAnpPUHMMATENSIMU, NPAKTU-
KYOLWUMU ayauTopCKMMM GUpMamMu, B OCHOBHOM B CEIbCKOX035MCTBEHHOM ob6nacTn. Kpome Toro, Mcnosib3oBaHue
npeanaraemMoro MeTona OLEeHKM MOAroTOBKM ayAUTOPOB K paboTe B KOMMbIOTEPHOW Cpese NO3BONSET AUPEKTUBHbLIM
opraHam, peryimMpyoLmMM pasBmuT1e ayamTa, yuecTb YpoBEeHb MOAFOTOBKM B 3TOM 06/1aCTM Npu aTTecTauuun u onpeae-
NneHun TpeboBaHMit K KBanMdUKaLMM ayaUTOPOB AEMCTBYHOLWMX ayLUTOPCKMX OpraHU3aLLnit.

Kntoyeswie cnoea: MHHOPMALMOHHO-KOMMYHMKALMOHHbIE TEXHONOTUU; ayauTopbl; MKT-koMneTeHuus; obyyenme UKT;
ayAMTOPCKME KOMNaHWW; ayAUTOPCKas npoBepka; Byxrantepckuii yyeT; GUHAHCOBAs OTYETHOCTb

Ana yumupoeaHus: Tortonnu M.M. BansaHue uHpopMaLMOHHO-KOMMYHUKALMOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTUI1 HA KOMNETEHTHOCTb
paboTHuKOB B chepe npodeccmoHanbHoro ayauta. Yuem. Ananus. Ayoum = Accounting. Analysis. Auditing. 2021;8(2):38-47.
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INTRODUCTION

Financial statement audit provides management to

ensure reliability of companies accounting system.

Auditing discourages companies employees from
doing fraud in accounting transactions since it
acts as a moral check on them. Audited financial
statements can use to obtain credit from financial
institutions. Ultimately, having based on available
evidence audit professionals issue an audit report for
their client’s financial statements. Increasing trend
in adoption and use of Information Communication
Technology in business, upsurge the importance of
upgrading competency level among accounting and
auditing professionals. Accounting professionals
should competent enough to meet the challenges
of contemporary business environment. However
practical knowledge in Enterprise Resource Planning
(ERP), Computer Assisted Auditing Techniques
(CAATs) and Generalized Accounting Software
(GAS) such as Tally, Peach Tree and QuickBooks are
still lower than the minimum required level set by
accounting and auditing professional bodies such
as the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) and American Institute of Certified Public
Accountant (AICPA).

Traditional way of manual auditing does
not allow the automated comparison of various
transactions, ledgers, purchase, and sales records
and inventory status. The lack of proficiency in
utilization ICT application extremely and constantly
for a contribution regarding task quality which has
to do by practicing auditors [1]. Auditors weakness

appears in the lack of proficiency in usage of
information technology of tax auditors during
tax auditing [2]. The lack of practical knowledge
and skills by professional auditors to validate
ICT enabled accounting records was notable [3].
Further, auditors also face the challenge of hiring
and training audit assistants at a time when freshly
qualified auditors are not certainly looking for a
long-term career. The unavailability of adequate ICT
training in current audit professionals are notable
[4]. The lack of adequate ICT training programs
for junior auditor and accounting information
systems within the ICT enabled audit environment
will increase audit risks among audit firms [5].
Practicing auditors find it difficult to enhance audit
effectiveness, and efficiency without employing
information technology in their audit tasks [6]. The
shortage of IT Training for certified information
systems auditors weaken IT auditing skills. This
is one of the main constrains to adopt Computer
Assisted Auditing Techniques (CAATTSs). Hence,
practicing auditors required to provide adequate
professional IT education and training programs that
facilitate to develop their ICT competency, skills,
and knowledges [7].

The set of issue and challenges mentioned
above made a call for researchers to investigate
sole practicing audit firms and the necessity of
examining ICT issues among auditing professionals.
Therefore, the current study is a retaliation to what
has been argued in earlier studies. Hence, the main
aim of the research is to test the relation between
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ICT competency, IC training among Auditing
Professionals.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Auditing professionals are qualified and licensed
practicing auditors form the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India who do audit of client’s
financial statements. External practicing auditors
will issue different types of audit report in
accordance with available audit evidence. The
purpose of the external audit reports is to ensure
fair financial statements which helps to take
decision to shareholders, potential investors,
lenders banks, customers and on the financial
statements of the company in its true and fair
view. The final stage of auditing is to issue audit
report which is not a statement of authenticity
and accuracy since the figures in the financial
statements have been examined via a series of
detailed substantive tests, internal controls tests,
and analytics being comprehending the size,
nature of organization and any events that might
possibly influence the decision of stakeholders of
the financial statements. Audit practice is driven
by the code of ethics and professional body of
auditors (the institute of chartered accountants) as
well as by the status. The professional body try to
ensure highest possible ethical conduct of members
in their practicing service which is compatible
internationally. Periodically as and when required
the institute issues ethical code of conduct for
its prating members. Technical competences,
compliance to technical standards, accountability,
and confidentiality are such codes of conduct [8].
Recent trends in the advancement of technology
helps to integrate the adoption of big data for
auditing practices which provides opportunities
and challenges among auditing professionals.
Practicing auditors must recognize the effects
and threats of a big data and strive to obtain the
adequate and timely ICT professional skills to
continue relevant to their societies in common and
their clients in particular [9].

Verifying digital records and transactions to
assist the auditing necessitates adequate skills and
competencies by audit professionals. Practicing
auditors are not adequately trained on how to verify
digital records and transactions records stored in
client’s ERP system [10, 11]. Low quality of the
electronic auditing by many practitioners. Hence it
was analyzed by [12, 13] to study the degree by which

auditor’s ICT competencies that might support in
successful adoption of the e-Audit system. Current
technological advancement in the organizational
operational activities resents challenges and
opportunities among auditing professionals and
necessitates both clients and auditors to adapt ICT
in their business operations. This technological
advancements in artificial intelligence (AI), big data
analytics and blockchain technology, examines by
[14] various required changes in auditing practices
anticipated by auditing professionals. Technological
changes are unavoidable in auditing profession. Hence,
it entails a set of professional responsibilities for
practicing auditors or accountants. Numerous causes
of transformation, the advancement of technology is
definitely one of the most substantial cause. Moving
from manual auditing to ICT enabled auditing is a
prerequisite for existence. This transformation for
professional auditors as well as accountants means
regularly gaining new skills, knowledge, and attitudes.
Due to the advanced ICT changing environments in
which professional auditors conduct, the nature of
practical skills and knowledge that they necessitate
in order to meet the challenges, and professional
competency today require by professional auditors
via re-examination. Therefore, [15] have examined
what skills, knowledge, and attitudes were essential
for a professional auditors or accountants of today [2]
there had been found the need for improvement of
IT knowledge and skills in the existing internal audit
education program. Functional auditing competency
had a significant and positive relationship with
auditing software and performance in internal audit
[16]. The ownership and utilization of ICT enabled
auditing skills being necessary for auditors who must
have to analyze the audit risks that might arise in
advanced technology will be able and added value
for any organization [17]. Adoption of an effective
ICT enabled audit software has a positive effect on
firms internal control procedures, which implies that
implementing an effective ICT enabled audit software
will have an positive, significant impact on enhancing
the quality of internal control system [18-20]. Thus, it
is hypothesized that: H1: ICT Competency has positive
association with auditing professionals.

Audit experience and audit training had a positive
and substantial impact on the auditor’s ability to
detect fraud [21]. The interrelationship of ICT training
and auditing practices were examined by [11]. Audit
profession might necessitate the impact of artificial
intelligence on the training of newly qualified
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Independent Variables

ICT Competency

ICT Training

Dependent Variable

Auditing
Professionals

Fig. 1. Theoretical Model

Source: developed by the author.

auditors [22]. Different ICT training programs for
practicing audit assistants were analyzed through
information systems to reduce probable audit risks
[5]- The impact of technology globalization and ICT
in the practice of professional accountancy and
auditing profession were studied by [23]. Practicing
auditors are likely to be competent to adopt CAATS
as a means for functioning of information technology
audits. Hence, [24] aims to examine the effect of
CAATs on functional review of IT audits in external
practicing audit firms. Policy makers intention to
stimulate practicing auditors to implement computer
assisted audit techniques by giving increased practical
CAAT training to using CAAT automated tools were
analyzed by [25]. The adequate practical ICT training
will make graduated students to make awareness of
the auditing software usefulness that can improve
the student’s job performance and audit software
utilization [26]. ICT auditing professionals should be
trained to perform their audit tasks efficiently. It is
essential to continue providing them adequate ICT
training with skills and competencies to continue
operate auditing work effectively during the current
technological advancement period. This might assist
professional auditors to continue being in a view to
confirm fair records in ICT enabled audit systems [3].
Practicing auditors and audit firms might develop
and give immense importance to CAAT training
programs to improve auditors’ ICT skills and practical
knowledge to make it feasible to learn techniques
of CAATs and by applying so to improve auditors
efficiency, expectancy and thus increase CAATSs
practice and advancement in the audit practice [27].
Thus, it is hypothesized that: H2: ICT Training has
positive association with auditing professionals.

>

Thus, this study searches for examine the impact
of ICT competencies and ICT Training among
auditing professionals to realize the influence of the
hypothesized enhancing factors: H1: ICT Competency
has positive association with auditing professionals;
H2: ICT Training has positive association with auditing
professionals.

The below theoretical model framework
has developed. The relationship between ICT
competencies and ICT Training by auditing
professionals has shown in the below figure (Fig. 1).

METHODOLOGY

This work proposes a defined set of survey
questionnaires to measure ICT competency and
ICT Training variables. The sample size focuses on
junior qualified professional auditors were selected
based on their experience in the field of accounting
or auditing. The sample of population consists of
individual practicing auditors from small audit
firms in Kerala (India). Data were analyzed using
partial least squares structural equation modeling
approach (PLS-SEM).

The performed study based on constructs validated
in prior research studies, adapted and similar to the
framework of the current study. The first section
of the questionnaire was included demographic
questions. Second section were set auditing practice,
third section set with ICT Competency followed by
ICT training. The questionnaire is adapted from [28].

RESULTS
As per descriptive statistics results shown under
Table 1, auditing professionals (dependent variable)
represents that the level of audit practice was 35%
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Table 1
Descriptive Statistics
Variables Mean Std. Deviation Minimum Maximum
Auditing Professionals 0.37 1.09 0.16 0.50
ICT Competency 0.07 3.20 0.00 0.19
ICT Training 0.10 3.70 0.00 0.15
Source: developed by the author.
as average of auditing professionals with 1.09 as L. . Table 2
standard deviation, 16% as minimum value and Discriminant Validity Constructs
50% shown as maximum value. Further, descriptive
statistics of independent variables, ICT competency AP ICT_COM ICTT_TRA
and ICT training shown as average 7% and 10% with
standard deviation 3.20 and 3.70 respectively. PA 0.839
Discriminant validity constructs measures
.. .y . ICT_COM -0.488 0.822
value of discriminant which helps to make certain
dlsFrepanC1es and there is no correlation among ICTT TRA 0.656 -0.350 0.900
variables used to measure factors. To measure values

of discriminant factors, the average (AVE) square-
root of every measurement factor is larger than the
latent factors of variable correlations among such
other factor show the reliability, discrimination, and
consistency of the factors [29]. Ultimately, it can
verify the factor load of every indicator for double
the discriminatory validity and convergence validity.
This was accomplished by taking into account the
load factors of a greater index than any of its other
structures [30]. The below Table 2, discriminant
validity constructs, represents current study results.

The results of the SEM PLS, below Table 3, variance
explained (R?) explained 0.506 (which is substantial)
of the fluctuations of the auditing professional
explained. Thus 50.60% of the variance in auditing
professionals were explained by ICT competency
and ICT training.

The hypotheses named H1 and H2 were assumed
to influence either a positively or negatively
associated ICT competency, ICT training with
auditing professionals, were attempted at the same
time through bootstrapping process using SEM PLS.
The path-coefficient range believed to be agreeable
if it is more than 0.1 point [31]. Later analysis, the
path approximations from the initial stage, all the
two variables were confirmed as significant. As a next
step, the summary of the findings of this analysis are
shown next. The hypothesis assessment test is briefed
in below Table 4. It reveals that all the two factors
of independent variables, ICT competency and ICT
training, have a positive and significant connection

Source: developed by the author.

with Auditing professionals (ICT competency 0.000
and ICT training 0.000).

The findings of the results shows that ICT
competency has significant and positive relationship
with auditing professionals where the results of
P < 0.001 against t = 7.701. This result findings
addresses that the ICT competency has significant
and positive effect on auditing professionals. This
implies that proficiencies in ICT competencies against
audit software are lacking among sole proprietorship
auditors. Hence, H1 is supported.

The findings of the results shows that ICT training
has significant and positive relationship with auditing
professionals where the results of P < 0.001 against
t = 13.077. This result findings addresses that the
ICT training has significant and positive effect on
auditing professionals. This implies that adequate
ICT training for the use of audit software is lacking
among sole proprietorship auditors. Hence, H2 is
also supported.

Therefore, all the two finding results have
significantly and positively supported, and it is stated
that the both the two factors carried out in the current
study does influences auditing professionals.

Thus, the variables in the model can explain 65.6%
of the fluctuation of independent audit fees. The
results of testing the compatibility of the research
model with the research data are summarized in the
Table 4. The results of testing the hypothesis (Fig. 2).
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Table 3
Variance Explained

Endogenous Construct Variance Explained (R?)

Exogenous Variables — endogenous (Auditing Professionals) 0.506
Source: developed by the author.
Table 4
Path Coefficients
Hypotheses Path Path Coefficient Standard Error t-value
H1 ICT_COM — AP 0.000 0.038 ***7.701
H2 ICT_TRA - AP 0.000 0.042 ***13.077

Note: Significance levels: ** p < 0.001 (t > 3.33), "™ p < 0.01 (t > 2.33)," p < 0.05 (t > 1.605) (based in one-tailed test).

Source: developed by the author.

Cl 0.803
< 0.8703

C2
0.831
c2 0.783
: ICT_COM 0295
2
0.552
D1 0.877
0.917
D2 |
0.905
D2
ICT TRA

0.760 Bl
0.755 B10
0.886 B2
0.775 B3

0797 [ B4

0.502
0.893
BS
AP 0.860
B6
0.897
0.861 B7
0.891 B8
B9

Fig. 2. Demonstrates the results of testing the hypotheses

Source: developed by the author.

DISCUSSION
The initial aspect was examined in the current
study was information communication technology
competency. There are various prior studies were
identified that ICT competencies are significantly
affect Auditing professionals [3, 10-12, 32]. Most
of the organizations using ICT enabled software
to record accounting transactions. Therefore, ICT

competencies are required to perform audit of
financial statement of any organizations in the
current period of technological advancements
by auditing professionals. Auditor competence
and proficiency in employing ICT had a positive
influence on the success of implementation
of e-Audit System [12]. The requirements for
improvement of the traditional internal audit
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program, IT skills and knowledge in particular and
it is endorsed a cohesive ICT competency context
for audit professionals, which is appropriate to
all spheres of IT practical skills and knowledge
anticipated from internal auditors in practice [3].

Table 4, Path Coefficients analysis, above shows
that ICT competency has positive connection with
auditing professionals (B = 0.000, p < 0.001). This
factor has remained supportive with the hypothesis
predicted in the present research study, which reveals
that sole practicing auditors were tempted to adopt
generalized audit software in their audit firms if they
satisfy ICT competency among newly graduated audit
assistants. Particularly, the result findings reveals that
there is a significant positive association between ICT
competency and auditing professionals. This result
findings further discloses that the ICT competency
is an essential determinant factor which allows the
practicing professionals auditors and their audit firms
to attain a greater degree of thinking to implement
generalized audit software in their audit firms. This
affirmative link that the present research study stated
between ICT competency and auditing professionals
is consistent with prior study done by [4] had been
found that the impact of Information communication
technology competency had a positive influence on
auditing practice.

Though, the research findings of the current
study revealed that ICT competency is positively
related with auditing professionals. This may be with
a number of reasons such as the un-availability of
adequately trained audit assistants, wrong selection
of audit assistants for auditing clients financial
statements without considering their competency
level and experience, hiring audit assistants without
considering their previous practical experience in
various accounting software, without bothering audit
assistants basic knowledge in MS Excel and computer
assisted auditing techniques, and audit assistants
negligence of latest information technology Act. If
the audit firms consider all those factors mentioned
and ensures consistent ICT competencies among
audit assistants increases to adopt generalized audit
software for audit tasks. Thus, it can be briefed,
that ICT competency based on first hypothesis, will
increase the willingness to adopt generalized audit
software by audit professionals which ultimately
enhances audit efficiency.

The next aspect was examined in the current study
was information communication technology training.
There are various prior studies were identified

that ICT training are significantly affect Auditing
professionals [11, 28, 33, 34]. Timely training to
audit assistants enhances their knowledge in latest
technology in the field of auditing. ICT training
will inspire audit assistants to shift from manual
auditing to automated auditing. Therefore, ICT
training to audit assistants are required to perform
audit of financial statement of any organizations in
the current period of technological advancements.
Recent advancement in IT is imperative for adoption
of an efficient automated auditing system. The effect
of data security procedures against internet hackers
including audit assistants training and skills were
found to be substantial [35]. Auditing through the
computer guarantee fair financial representation, and
the audit assistants were very well trained and fully
competent for working in the ICT enabled auditing
environment and those practice generally reduce
audit risks and confirm good performance. Thus it is
recommended that extensive ICT training programs
protects audit firms that improve the proficiency of
auditors to ensure better performance in auditing [5].

Table 4, Path Coefficients analysis, above shows
that ICT training has positive connection with
auditing professionals (B = 0.000, p < 0.001). This
factor has remained supportive with the hypothesis
predicted in the present research study, which
reveals that sole practicing auditors were tempted to
adopt generalized audit software in their audit firms
if they give timely ICT training to newly graduated
audit assistants. Particularly, the results reveal that
there is a significant positive association between
ICT training and auditing professionals. This result
findings further discloses that the ICT training is
an essential determinant factor which allows the
practicing professionals auditors and their audit
firms to attain a greater degree of thinking to
implement generalized audit software in their audit
firms. This affirmative link that the present research
study stated between ICT training and auditing
professionals is consistent with prior study done
by [11] had been found that timely and sufficient
ICT training to audit assistants helps audit firms
from doing audit by implementing customized audit
software among auditing professionals.

Though, the research findings of the current
study revealed that ICT training is positively
related with auditing professionals. This may be
with a number of reasons such as insufficient and
in-adequate IT (ICT) training creates ambiguity
among audit staffs/team, and insufficient and
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inadequate IT training makes audit assistants their
auditing task much complicated. If the audit firms,
consider all those factors mentioned and ensures
consistently providing ICT training among audit
assistants increases to adopt generalized audit
software for audit tasks. Thus, it can be briefed,
that ICT training based on second hypothesis, will
increase the willingness to adopt generalized audit
software by audit professionals which ultimately
enhances audit efficiency.

CONCLUSION
The research findings indicate that there is a
positive and substantial connection between ICT
competency, ICT training variable with auditing
professionals. Thus, the findings propose is that
all two variables of information communication
technology (ICT competency and ICT training)
appear to be considerably significant factors
that influence auditing professionals. Thus, ICT
competencies among auditing professionals
and their ICT training are imperative among
junior auditing professionals for auditing in a
computer-based environment. The impact of
audit efficiencies, ensuring client’s fair financial
statements, and timeliness of audit tasks were

achieved by auditing professionals with ICT
competencies and ICT training. The intention
to adopt generalized auditing software by small
practicing audit firms to ensure audit efficiency,
ensuring client’s fair financial statements, and
timeliness of audit tasks were found to be highly
substantial for auditing operations. It induces
auditors to move from traditional way of doing
auditing to ICT enabled auditing practice which
enriches efficiency of auditing practice among
auditing professionals. The intention to adopt
generalized auditing software by small practicing
audit firms to ensure audit efficiency, ensuring
client’s fair financial statements, and timeliness
of audit tasks were found to be highly substantial
for auditing operations. It induces auditors to
move from a traditional way of doing auditing to
ICT enabled the auditing practice which enriches
its efficiency among auditing professionals.

The fact that fourth industrial revolution (Industry
4.0) in the auditing industry’s ongoing automation
is still growing with its ultimate outcomes not so far
visible and lacks to draw conclusions in the current
study. Additionally, there is a need to include other
ICT variables which can be focused auditors practicing
outside Kerala (India).
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